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SUNDAE, December 7th, 2008
The Second Sundae of Advent
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The Coming of John the Baptist
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Fairbanks, Alaska

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Holy Eucharist, Rite VIII, 9:15AM

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Based sortof on the Book of Common Prayer, page 400)
I. Gather in the Lord’s Name
The Lighting of the Advent Candles

(Two come forward)

Reader #1:  Every week in Advent, we light a candle. Each candle that we light reminds us that the Light of the World comes to us in Jesus. Each candle that we light reminds us that we carry the Light of Jesus into the World by our Baptism.
Reader #2:  The First Sunday of Advent we lit the first candle, to remind us of the HOPE we have in Jesus. Reader 1- As the followers of Jesus, we await His return. We lit this candle to remember that as He came to us humbly in the manger at Bethlehem and gave light to the world, so He is coming again in power to deliver his people. We lit this candle to remind us to be alert and to watch for His return. The Name of the First Candle is WATCH, and HOPE.

(The first candle is lit)
Reader #2:  Today is the Second Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting. We wait in the darkness of our lives, and on this second Sunday of Advent, we light the second candle. Its name is PEACE.
Everyone:  In this season of hustle and bustle we are tempted to get frantic and join the panic to shop our way into the holiday spirit. In this moment, we resist that temptation and choose instead to be at peace with who we are and where we are on this path. We will let this time prepare us, and we will hear God’s call to be those who prepare the world.
Reader #2: On this second Sunday of Advent we choose to be a peaceful presence in this midst of what can be a frantic season. So, today, we light the second candle as an act of preparation and call it PEACE.
(The second candle is lit)

[Now Everyone STANDS.]
Processional Hymn: “Come, thou long expected Jesus” (Hymnal #66)
Opening Acclamation:

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And Blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever, AMEN.
Collect (everybody):
Almighty God, to YOU all of our hearts are open, YOU know everything that we hope and want, and we don’t have ANY secrets that we can hide from YOU. Please clean everything that we now think or say or do, by the breathing in of your Holy Spirit, (deeeeeeeeeeeeep breath) so that we may love you and worship you this morning, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Advent Hymn: “Creator of the Stars of Night”
(Hymnal #56)
Collect of the Day (everybody): Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

II. Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11 (The Message, a paraphrase)
"Comfort, oh comfort my people,” says your God.
"Speak softly and tenderly to Jerusalem, but also make it very clear That she has served her sentence, that her sin is taken care of—forgiven! She's been punished enough and more than enough, and now it's over and done with." 
Thunder in the desert!  "Prepare for God's arrival!
Make the road straight and smooth, a highway fit for our God. Fill in the valleys, level off the hills, Smooth out the ruts, clear out the rocks. Then God's bright glory will shine and everyone will see it. Yes. Just as God has said." 
A voice says, "Shout!" I said, "What shall I shout?" "These people are nothing but grass, their love fragile as wildflowers. The grass withers, the wildflowers fade, if God so much as puffs on them. Aren't these people just so much grass? True, the grass withers and the wildflowers fade, but our God's Word stands firm and forever."
Climb a high mountain, Zion. You're the preacher of good news. Raise your voice. Make it good and loud, Jerusalem. You're the preacher of good news. Speak loud and clear. Don't be timid! Tell the cities of Judah, "Look! Your God!" Look at him! God, the Master, comes in power, ready to go into action.

He is going to pay back his enemies and reward those who have loved him. Like a shepherd, he will care for his flock, gathering the lambs in his arms, Hugging them as he carries them, leading the nursing mothers to good pasture.
READER: The Word of the LORD.
EVERYBODY: THANKS BE to GOD
THE PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Page 708, 709, Book of Common Prayer

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * and blotted out all their sins.

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

SECOND READING: 2nd Peter 3:8-15a (The Message, a paraphrase):
Don't overlook the obvious here, friends. With God, one day is as good as a thousand years, a thousand years as a day. God isn't late with his promise as some measure lateness. He is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End because he doesn't want anyone lost. He's giving everyone space and time to change. But when the Day of God's Judgment does come, it will be unannounced, like a thief. The sky will collapse with a thunderous bang, everything disintegrating in a huge conflagration, earth and all its works exposed to the scrutiny of Judgment.

Since everything here today might well be gone tomorrow, do you see how essential it is to live a holy life? Daily expect the Day of God, eager for its arrival. The galaxies will burn up and the elements melt down that day—but we'll hardly notice. We'll be looking the other way, ready for the promised new heavens and the promised new earth, all landscaped with righteousness. 
So, my dear friends, since this is what you have to look forward to, do your very best to be found living at your best, in purity and peace. Interpret our Master's patient restraint for what it is: salvation.

Gradual Hymn: “Prepare the way, O Zion” (Hymnal #65, verses 1 & 2)
THE GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:1-8
[From The Message, a paraphrase] [Everyone stands]
Clergy: “THE HOLY GOSPEL of our LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK“
People: “Glory to you, Lord Christ”

The good news of Jesus Christ—the Gospel!—begins here, following to the letter the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. 

 Watch closely: I'm sending my preacher ahead of you; He'll make the road smooth for you.  Thunder in the desert! Prepare for God's arrival! Make the road smooth and straight!

John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preaching a baptism of life-change that leads to forgiveness of sins. People thronged to him from Judea and Jerusalem and, as they confessed their sins, were baptized by him in the Jordan River into a changed life. John wore a camel-hair habit, tied at the waist with a leather belt. He ate locusts and wild field honey.

As he preached he said, "The real action comes next: The star in this drama, to whom I'm a mere stagehand, will change your life. I'm baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. His baptism—a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit—will change you from the inside out."

Clergy: “THE GOSPEL of THE LORD.”
People: “Praise to you, Lord Christ”
Gradual Hymn: “Prepare the way, O Zion” (Hymnal #65, verse 3)
Sermon & Discussion
[Children & anybody else are invited to come sit on the chancel steps and we’ll tell stories]

III. Pray for the World & the Church

[Cards & crayons are distributed to congregation, if they haven’t picked them up already at the beginning, and prayer requests are written down & collected. Children etc take turns reading the prayer requests, folks responding after each one: “Lord, hear our prayer”. The prayers end with a confession.]
VII The Peace

Priest: The Peace of the Lord now be with you.

People: And Also with you.
(The Peace is shared with everybody!)
(Announcements & birthday & anniversary prayers}
IV. Prepare the Table

Offertory Hymn: “I will sing, I will sing a Song unto the Lord”” (Songbook #50A)
[Children are invited to come up and help prepare the altar]
V. Make Eucharist

Doxology.

Priest: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People: It is right to give Him Thanks and Praise.

Priest: Dear God, from ALL of us, Thank You. Thank you for the goodness and love you have shown us in all of creation, in all that is around us, for all of our family and friends, for your Communion of Saints, and especially for your Son, Jesus Christ. On the Thursday night before He died, when He was having Supper with His friends, He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to His friends, saying,

“Take, eat. This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After Supper He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the New Covenant, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the Mystery of Faith saying together:

(Everybody):
Christ has died.

Christ is Risen.

Christ will come again.

Bless this bread and wine, O Father, by your Holy Spirit, to be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. Bless us also, and make us one with the whole Body of Christ, Seen and Unseen, that we may serve you.

All of this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. With Him and the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, we are brave enough to say together.............

THE LORD’S PRAYER

VI. Break the Bread

Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People: Therefore Let us Keep the Feast, Alleluia!
VII .Share the Gifts of God

Priest: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

[Children return to their family or class; and Everyone is invited to come forward to share the Holy Communion]
Communion Songs: (All in the Songbook) 107 “There Is a Redeemer”; 114A “This Little Light of Mine”; 116A “Thou Are Worthy”; 93A “Peace Is Flowing
“
Post Communion Prayer:

Priest: Thank you God for bringing us together.

People: Thank you God for making us All One.

Priest: Thank you God for all the gifts that you have given us 
this morning.

People: Thank you God for all the love we see.

Priest: Thank you God for watching over us.

People: Send us now back into the world in peace. Amen
The Blessing

Recessional Hymn: Soon and Very Soon (text and music by Andrae Crouch, adapted by Wm. F. Smith)

1. Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King (3 times)

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We're going to see the King.

2. No more crying there, we are going to see the King (3 times)

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We're going to see the King.

3. No more dying there, we are going to see the King (3 times)

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We're going to see the King.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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> Advent is a Time filled with WONDERFUL stories. This coming Friday is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saturday is the Feast of St. Lucy. Find out THEIR Stories!
> NEXT SUNDAY (December 14th) at 3pm is the 5th ANNUAL ST. MATTHEW’S MUSIC & MAGIC CONCERT. Want to be in it or help? Call Jane Sandstrom at 479-6280.

> We’re having CHRISTMAS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL December 29th through January 2nd. Would you like to help? Sign up in the Parish Hall or call the Church Office!
>See MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYERS in the regular bulletin.
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“I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.”
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