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SUNDAE, SEPTEMBER 7th, 2008
The 17th Sundae after Pentecost
The Readings this week:
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Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Fairbanks, Alaska 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Holy Eucharist, Rite VIII, 9:15AM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Based sortof on the Book of Common Prayer, page 400)
NOTE: This is an adapted, simplified liturgy that we celebrate at this service the 1st Sunday of each month. The Readings and Prayers are “contemporized” and simplified, but it is still the Ancient and Eternal basic Christian Liturgy. 
[Practice of the Taize Chant: “Laudate Dominum” being introduced this morning]

I. Gather in the Lord’s Name
Processional Hymn: “I am the Bread of Life” (SB #42)
Opening Acclamation:

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And Blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever, AMEN. 
Collect (everybody): 
Almighty God, to YOU all of our hearts are open, YOU know everything that we hope and want, and we don’t have ANY secrets that we can hide from YOU. Please clean everything that we now think or say or do, by the breathing in of your Holy Spirit, (deeeeeeeeeeeeep breath) so that we may love you and worship you this morning, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
TAIZE CHANT “Laudate Dominum”
[The words are “Laudate Dominum omnes gentes”. Latin for:” Praise you the Lord, all you peoples”.]

Collect of the Day (everybody): “Grant us, O LORD, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you ALWAYS resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you NEVER forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

II. Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God
FIRST READING [Exodus 12:1-14, from The Message, a paraphrase] 
“God said to Moses and Aaron while still in Egypt, "This month is to be the first month of the year for you. Address the whole community of Israel; tell them that on the tenth of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one lamb to a house. If the family is too small for a lamb, then share it with a close neighbor, depending on the number of persons involved. Be mindful of how much each person will eat. Your lamb must be a healthy male, one year old; you can select it from either the sheep or the goats. Keep it penned until the fourteenth day of this month and then slaughter it—the entire community of Israel will do this—at dusk. Then take some of the blood and smear it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which you will eat it. You are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire, that night, along with bread, made without yeast, and bitter herbs. Don't eat any of it raw or boiled in water; make sure it's roasted—the whole animal, head, legs, and innards. Don't leave any of it until morning; if there are leftovers, burn them in the fire.  "And here is how you are to eat it: Be fully dressed with your sandals on and your stick in your hand. Eat in a hurry; it's the Passover to God.  "I will go through the land of Egypt on this night and strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, whether human or animal, and bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am God. The blood will serve as a sign on the houses where you live. When I see the blood I will pass over you—no disaster will touch you when I strike the land of Egypt. "This will be a memorial day for you; you will celebrate it as a festival to God down through the generations, a fixed festival celebration to be observed always.
THE PSALM: PSALM 149 (Book of Common Prayer, page 807) READER: 
1   Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
2    Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 

3    Let them praise his Name in the dance; *
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 

4    For the LORD takes pleasure in his people *
and adorns the poor with victory. 

5    Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *
let them be joyful on their beds. 

6    Let the praises of God be in their throat *
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 

7    To wreak vengeance on the nations *
and punishment on the peoples; 

8    To bind their kings in chains *
and their nobles with links of iron; 

9    To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *
this is glory for all his faithful people.
Hallelujah! 
Gradual Hymn:”Seek ye First” (Songbook 93B)
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:15-20
 [From The Contemporary English Version] [Everyone stands]
Clergy: “THE HOLY GOSPEL of our LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW “
People: “Glory to you, Lord Christ”

Jesus said, “If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just between the two of you. If that person listens, you have won back a follower. But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others. The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more witnesses. If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church. Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax collector. I promise you that God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth, but he will not allow anything you don't allow. I promise that when any two of you on earth agree about something you are praying for, my Father in heaven will do it for you. Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with you. “
Clergy: “THE GOSPEL of THE LORD.” 
People: “Praise to you, Lord Christ”
Gradual Hymn:”Seek ye First” (Songbook 93B)
Sermon & Discussion 

[Children & anybody else are invited to come sit on the chancel steps]

III. Pray for the World & the Church

[Cards & crayons are distributed to congregation, if they haven’t picked them up already at the beginning, and prayer requests are written down & collected. Children etc take turns reading the prayer requests, folks responding after each one: “Lord, hear our prayer”.]
{Announcements & birthday & anniversary prayers}
IV. Prepare the Table

Offertory Hymn: “Lamb of God” (Songbook #27A)  
 [Children are invited to come up and help prepare the altar]
V. Make Eucharist

Doxology.

Priest: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People: It is right to give Him Thanks and Praise.

Priest: Dear God, from ALL of us, Thank You. Thank you for the goodness and love you have shown us in all of creation, in all that is around us, and especially for your Son, Jesus Christ. On the Thursday night before He died, when He was having Supper with His friends, He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to His friends, saying, 

“Take, eat. This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After Supper He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the New Covenant, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the Mystery of Faith saying together: 


(Everybody):
Christ has died.




Christ is Risen.




Christ will come again. 

Bless this bread and wine, O Father, by your Holy Spirit, to be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. Bless us also, and make us one with the whole Body of Christ, that we may serve you.

All of this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. With Him and the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, we are brave enough to say together.............



THE LORD’S PRAYER

VI. Break the Bread

Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People: Therefore Let us Keep the Feast, Alleluia!
VII The Peace (rubric, pg. 407)

Priest: The Peace of the Lord now be with you.

People: And Also with you.

[Children return to their class or families, sharing the Peace with all.]

VIII .Share the Gifts of God

Priest: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

[Everyone is invited to come forward to share the Holy Communion]
Communion Songs: 58A, 7, 27B, 34A, 54B (all in Songbook)


Post Communion Prayer:

Priest: Thank you God for bringing us together.

People: Thank you God for making us All One.

Priest: Thank you God for all the gifts that you have given us 
this morning.

People: Thank you God for all the love we see.

Priest: Thank you God for watching over us.

People: Send us now back into the world in peace. Amen. 
The Blessing

Recessional Hymn: “Have you seen Jesus my Lord?” (SB#33)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· We started these services last Winter; and are planning to do this service the FIRST SUNDAY of each month. The NEXT one will be Sunday, October 5th – which is also our celebration of St. Francis & The Blessing of Animals (stuffed or otherwise). Any suggestions or criticisms or want to help? Contact the Church Office or Beth Corven. 

· Consult the regular bulletin for this week’s prayers and all of the announcements. Many activities are beginning this week: Homeless Ministry Training on Addiction Tuesday at 1PM; first Choir Practice Wednesday at 6PM; Health Ministry Presentation on “Winter Blues/Seasonal Affective Disorder” (“SAD”) Thursday at 5:30PM (Soup @ 5:30PM; Presentation @6:30PM)
· Sunday, September 21st we celebrate The Feast of St. Matthew & Sunday School Begins. See Questionnaire insert in the bulletin. . On the 21st we’ll celebrate our Annual Harvest Dinner & Endowment Board Grants will be announced. Sunday baptisms are ALSO celebrated that day. If interested, contact Church Office.
HELP KEEP ST. MATTHEW’S WARM & OPEN this WINTER! Sign up in the Parish Hall to pledge some of your Permanent Fund towards St. Matthew’s.

THIS WEEK in the CHURCH: Remember Constance & her Companions, The Martyrs of Memphis, this Tuesday in your prayers. Remember all those who give their lives caring for others.
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In 1878 the American city of Memphis on the Mississippi River was struck by an epidemic of yellow fever, which so depopulated the area that the city lost its charter and was not reorganized for fourteen years. Almost everyone who could afford to do so left the city and fled to higher ground away from the river. (It was not yet known that the disease was mosquito-borne, but it was observed that high and dry areas were safe.) There were in the city several communities of nuns, Anglican or Roman Catholic, who had the opportunity of leaving, but chose to stay and nurse the sick. Most of them, thirty-eight in all, were themselves killed by the fever. One of the first to die (on 9 September 1878) was Constance, head of the (Anglican) Community of St. Mary. (written by James Kiefer) (http://www.missionstclare.com/)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
